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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the impact of sports
sponsorship of Saudi clubs on consumer behavior through
three main dimensions: the effect of the sponsor’s brand
image on purchase intention, the role of loyalty to sports
clubs in enhancing fan interaction with sponsors, and the
influence of sponsors’ interactive marketing activities on
consumer behavior. The study adopted the descriptive
analytical correlational approach and used an electronic
questionnaire consisting of 30 items distributed across
three sections based on a five-point Likert scale. The
study sample included 411 fans and followers of Saudi
sports clubs selected randomly. Data were analyzed using
the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) through
frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviations,
Pearson correlation coefficient, and Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient. The findings revealed that the sponsor’s brand
image has a significant positive impact on consumers’
purchase intention, with credibility and reputation
representing the most influential factors. The results also
showed that loyalty and belonging to sports clubs
significantly affect fan interaction with sponsoring
companies, although this loyalty does not always translate
equally into actual purchasing behavior among all fans. In
addition, interactive marketing activities implemented by
sponsoring companies were found to significantly
influence consumer behavior and attitudes, as Saudi fans
value brands that establish direct and genuine
communication with audiences. The study recommended
that sponsoring companies focus on building a positive
brand image and invest in the emotional connection
between fans and their clubs when designing interactive
marketing campaigns beyond traditional sponsorship
activities.
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